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Owner of Storm Chasers donates disposable masks to area hospitals. Page 2A 


With 40 new cases, Grand Island area is still a coronavirus hot spot. Page 54 


NU system could see $50 million shortfall because of pandemic. Page 6A 


CORONAVIRUS CASES CLIMB 


Infections Deaths 
Nebraska 901 22 
lowa 1,899 49 
U.S. 579,005 22,252 


*As of 10 p.m. Tuesday 


Ricketts 
vows to ‘do 


what's best’ 
for Nebraska 


Governor, rejecting ‘gotcha 
politics,’ doesn’t criticize 
Trump and focuses on 
state-federal cooperation 


By MARTHA STODDARD 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts 
promised Tuesday to “do what’s 
best” for Nebraska in relaxing 
social distancing restrictions, re- 
gardless of what President Donald 
Trump may say. 

But, at his daily briefing, the 
Republican governor sought to 
emphasize the collaboration be- 
tween his administration and the 
federal government on responses 
to the coronavirus epidemic. He 
said they have worked together 
throughout the outbreak. 

“There are people out there 
who are trying to drive a wedge 
between the president, governors, 
public health officials,” Ricketts 
said. “Let’s not get caught up in 
that Washington, D.C.-type gotcha 
politics. 

“Let’s focus on the task at hand, 
which is managing the pandemic 
we have here in the state. That’s 
what my team and I are focused 
on.” 

Trump asserted Monday that he 
is the ultimate decision-maker for 
determining how and when to lift 
restrictions aimed at slowing the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

His assertion drew immediate 
pushback from some governors, 
including New York’s Andrew 
Cuomo, a Democrat, who cited the 
10th Amendment to the U.S. Con- 
stitution and states rights. Sever- 
al GOP lawmakers also criticized 
Trump’s claim. 

Trump then called out the Demo- 


See Ricketts: Page 5 


MORE COVID-19 INSIDE 

After riling some, Trump suggests 
he'll listen to state leaders. Page 9A 
When illness seems like death 

by drowning, doctors differ on 
treatment. Page 9A 

Economists see a Great Depression- 
sized slump in 2020. Page 10A 


Here’s how and 
when you'll get 
your federal 
stimulus money 


By Henry J. CORDES 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


As the nation deals with the deep 
economic fallout from the corona- 
virus, nearly all Americans should 
soon be receiving at least $1,200 in 
cash from Uncle Sam. 

In fact, if you’re one of the lucky 
ones, the money may already be 
sitting in your bank account. 

Not only is this cash intended to 
help Americans whose lives have 
been disrupted by the deadly bug, 
the idea also is that people will 
spend the money in ways that can 
help prop up the cratering economy. 

Here’s what you need to know 
about the Economic Impact Pay- 
ments program, part of the recent 
$2.2 trillion CARES Act passed by 
Congress and signed by President 
Donald Trump. 


WHO GETS THE MONEY? 


In general, all U.S. citizens 
See Stimulus: Page 5 


Five under-the-radar ways a lost spring affects Husker football. Sports 
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SARPY MALLS PLAN: FIRST TO 
REOPEN IN NORTH AMERICA 
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Nebraska Crossing Outlets near Gretna. “I did not ask them to open,” Gov. Pete Ricketts said Tuesday. “But | said if you do, just follow the guidelines.” 
His “Six Rules to Keep Nebraska Healthy,” in effect until April 30, advise staying at home and “no nonessential errands,” among other safeguards. 


Hospital group calls April 24 opening ‘irresponsible.’ Are outlets 
essential? Ricketts says: We don’t make that distinction here.’ 


By ALIA CONLEY 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Nebraska Crossing Outlets will re- 
open to the public before the project- 
ed peak of coronavirus cases in Ne- 
braska, the outdoor mall’s owner and 
developer said Tuesday. 

Rod Yates said Nebraska Crossing 
has an opportunity to be a leader in 
the retail community and praised Gov. 
Pete Ricketts for “keeping the com- 
munity on top of mind and working to 
get businesses open again.” 

“We’re looking at the great oppor- 
tunity to set some best practices and 


help our retailers open their portfo- 
lios across the country,” Yates said. 
“We are going to be the first shopping 
center that opens in North America.” 

The president of the Nebraska Hos- 
pital Association, which represents 
93 hospitals, said Tuesday that the ac- 
tion could “nullify our efforts to this 
point.” 

“This move is in direct contradic- 
tion with public health guidelines and 
poses serious risks to the health of all 
Nebraskans,” Laura Redoutey said in 
a statement. “Quite simply, it’s irre- 
sponsible for a nonessential retailer 
to open its doors to the public in the 


middle of a pandemic.” 

The outlet mall plans to have a “soft 
opening” on April 24 — only 15 days 
into Ricketts’ plea from earlier this 
month for Nebraskans to stay home 
for 21 days, a time period that would 
end April 30. Officials have said the 
state isn’t expected to reach the peak 
of COVID-19 cases and deaths until 
the end of April. 

A “formal grand opening” would be 
in May, potentially as early as May 1, 
according to correspondence sent Fri- 
day to the more than 80 retail stores 


See Crossing: Page 2 


THE NORTH FACE 
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It’s the silence 
that has Amy 
Richardson wor- 
ried. 

Hotline calls 
to the Women’s 
Center for Ad- 
vancement, the 
main resource 
for domestic vio- 
lence services in 
Omaha, are way down over the 
past six weeks from the same pe- 
riod last year. So are the number 
of protection orders and hospital 


Erin 
Grace 


COLUMNIST 


visits arranged by the agency. 

The Shelter, which Catholic 
Charities runs for victims of 
abuse, is down to two families. It 
has a capacity of eight. Method- 
ist Health System’s emergency 
response for victims of sexual 
assault and domestic violence 
also has seen its numbers fall 
off. 

All of this is occurring more 
than a month into the coronavi- 
rus shutdown — a time when vic- 
tims’ advocates, police leaders 
and public officials are warning 


Abuse victims probably feel more trapped 


about a spike in domestic vio- 
lence. People cooped up at home, 
the stresses of the pandemic it- 
self, the economic toll from re- 
cord job loss and the lack of out- 
lets like jobs, gyms and parks: 
All are predicted to be contrib- 
utors to escalating domestic ten- 
sions. 

The fact that the agencies’ 
official numbers show a drop 
belies what advocates believe is 
happening behind closed doors. 

“It gives us goosebumps,” said 


See Grace: Page 2 


Case against landlord still alive 


A judge rules that evidence gathered 
at the Yale Park Apartments can be 
used in court. Midlands, Page 3A 


Weather 
High: 51 
Sunny to partly cloudy 


Low: 31 
Details: 8A 
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